Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test Section IV: Writing

Writing a News Report

Kl | Task: Write a news report based on the headline and picture below. You will have
to make up the facts and information, answering some or all of the following
questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

Purpose and
Audience: to report on an event for the readers of a newspaper

Length: The lined space provided for your written work indicates the approximate
length of the writing expected.

Students clean up waterfront | gough Notes

Use the space below for rough
notes. Nothing you write in this
space will be scored.

Write your news report on the lines provided on the following page.
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Topic Development Rubric for Writing a News Report
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‘Descriptor

blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided

response is illegible, off-topic or irrelevant to the prompt

10

response is related to headline and/or photo but is not a news report
an event identified with no supporting details, or details listed are
unrelated to an event

no evidence of organization

20

response is related to headline and/or photo but only partly in the form
of a news report

focus on an event is unclear or inconsistent

insufficient supporting details: too few or repetitious

limited evidence of organization

30

news report is related to the headline and photo

clear and consistent focus on an event, simply developed
insufficient supporting details: vague

evidence of organization, but lapses distract

40

news report is related to the headline and photo

clear and consistent focus on an event, somewhat developed
sufficient supporting details: only some specific
organization is simple or mechanical; lapses do not distract

50

news report is related to the headline and photo

clear and consistent focus on an event, well developed

sufficient specific supporting details

organization is generally logical but somewhat simple or mechanical

news report is related to the headline and photo
clear and consistent focus on an event, thoughtfully developed

sufficient specific and relevant supporting details
organization is logical and coherent




Explanatory Notes for News Report Exemplars

Code 20

no headline, but story is related to topic

focus is unclear

very simple details

limited organization and facts

the W5 are simple but good

the why? and how? have not been explored

grammar and conventions of language were relatively adequate
weak introduction and a sloppy conclusion

Code 40

e headiine present
good but simple introduction
includes W5 in the introduction
no use of quotations to make article sound factual
related to headline and photograph
some supporting details stated in a simplistic manner.
body of article (2" and 3™ paragraph) not well developed
weak conclusion
errors in conventions of language and grammar do not distract from
communication

Code 60

¢ no headline
the W5 and how is evident in the lead
qguotation to validate factual information
specific supporting details for cleaning up the environment provided
excellent use of grammar and conventions of language
well-organized and logical
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[ Code 40
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| Code 60
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| Code 60
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