Section VII: Writing Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test

Writing a Series of Paragraphs

Kl | Task: Write a series of paragraphs (a minimum of three) expressing an opinion
on the topic below. Develop your main idea with supporting details
(proof, facts, examples, etc.).

Purpose and

Audience: an adult who is interested in your opinion

Topic: Should the sale of “junk foods” be banned from Ontario secondary
schools?

Length: The lined space provided for your written work indicates the approximate

length of the writing expected.

Rough Notes
Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.

Write your series of paragraphs on the lines provided on the following two pages.
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Topic Development Rubric for Writing a Series of Paragraphs expressing
an Opinion

Code _Descriptor
B | o blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided
I e response is illegible, off-topic or irrelevant to the prompt

s response is related to assigned prompt but does not express an opinion
10 e an opinion with no supporting details or details unrelated to an opinion
¢ 1o evidence of organization

e response is related to assigned prompt, but only part of the response
20 expresses and supports an opinion

e opinion is unclear or inconsistent

e insufficient supporting details: too few or repetitious

¢ limited evidence of organization

e response is related to assigned prompt, and it expresses and supports a
30 consistent opinion

e a clear opinion, simply developed

 insufficient supporting details: vague

e evidence of organization, but lapses distract

e response is related to assigned prompt, and it expresses and supports a
consistent opinion

40 ¢ aclear opinion, somewhat developed

« sufficient supporting details: only some specific

e organization is simple or mechanical; lapses do not distract

response is related to assigned prompt, and it expresses and supports a
consistent opinion

a clear opinion, well developed

sufficient specific supporting details

organization is generally logical but somewhat simple or mechanical

response is related to assigned prompt, and it expresses and supports a
consistent opinion

a clear opinion, thoughtfully developed

sufficient specific and relevant supporting details

organization is logical and coherent




Explanatory Notes for Series of Paragraphs Exemplars

Code 20
This exemplar is a Code 20 because
e it has no paragraphs
“it has incomplete sentences
confusing sentences
it does not address the question directly (half of the response is not
related to the question)
it is repetitious
too few supporting details and limited specific, relevant details
length is good
ideas not well organized

Code 40
e good length
some good strong points
well organized
states ideas and information in a simple way
not enough support to persuade the reader

grammar was good overall, but paragraphs were too short and
underdeveloped

e poor introduction

Code 60
e clear, strong, introduction
excellent conclusion
excellent use of grammar and conventions of language
excellent overall structure and length
non-mechanical and thought-provoking
relevant points with clear and consistent opinions
excellent supporting details
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| Code 60
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